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Summer Time 

and the Ridin is Easyé 

 

 

A Message From 

 The Road Captain 

 
According to the October 2015 issue of  

RoadRunner, one of the five common 

sources of motorcycle accidents is CARS 

CHANGING LANES .  At onramps or 

while riding on crowded multi-lane urban 

roads, an adjacent motorist may suddenly 

pull directly into your path, leaving little 

or no time for evasive action.  

 

 Avoidance Strategy: Rule number one is 

to stay out of the blind spots of other 

drivers.  Itôs also important to maximize 

the space cushion between the rider and 

other vehicles.  Rush hour traffic on 

multi-lane highways presents the highest 

risk for other vehicles changing lanes into 

a rider.  If riding at this time canôt be 

avoided, Iôve found the best strategy is 

riding in the far left lane so traffic on only 

the right side must be monitored. 

 

Always be alert and ride safe! 

 

 

Fred Nelson, Road Captain 

 

 

 

 
 

A Message from our Chapter Director 

Hello Fellow Riders, 

Summer is definitely upon us and everyone is busy.  This year has been 

more rider friendly than last.  We had a few activities in June like the 

American Legion Family picnic that several of our Riders attended.  It was 

nice having members from all the branches attend.  We are 44 members 

strong and continue to grow. 

So far this year we have had the honor to escort 4 veterans to their final 

resting place.  When I say the word óHonorô I mean it.  The impact on the 

families is tremendous and the impact on me is also heartwarming.  We 

provide a memory for the family that will last forever.  

 I would like to say a big óCONGRATULATIONSô to our new State 

Historian for the Sons of The American Legion, Dick Rutherford, on his 

appointment.  I believe this is just another example of how we affect other 

branches of the American Legion. 

Please remember that we have Festival in the Park coming up July 15 

through the 17
th
.  We will share the load with the Legion, Auxiliary, and 

SAL in this annual fundraiser.  If you have a preferred time and day you 

want to help, please let me know so we can get the schedule covered.  We 

financially benefit from this event as well.  As busy as we all have 

become, remember to take time for yourselves.  It may only be an hour or 

two; a nice ride up the canyon or listening to music at the Downtown 

Friday Night event on Main Street.  Ride Hard and Safe. 

Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith, let us, to the 

end, dare to do our duty as we understand it. 

(Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), U.S. president address at Cooper Institute, New York City, Feb. 27, 1860) 

 

Brian Hambek, Riders Director 

 

 

 

http://www.alrblackhills.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ALRBlackHills
mailto:Riders@ALRBlackHills.org
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   List of Officers: 

Brian Hambek,    Director  

Mike Kain,  Asst Director/ 

 Honor Guard Capt 

Jim Childers,    Treasurer 

Micheline Nelson,   Secretary 

Fred Nelson,            Road Capt/Web Master                                Web Master 

Brad Pohlman,   Chaplain 

David Riedlinger,    Sgt at Arms    

 

 

The Fourth of July 
A poem by Ian Shields 

 

I look to the ocean, I look to the sky 

What do I see, on the fourth of July? 

 

One flash of blue, one flash of red, 

To Honor survivors, along with the dead 

 

They do what they can 

And did what they could 

All of their deeds, we Honor and should 

 

The strength of their arms, 

The power of their fists, 

Reflected in new ways, in happiness, and bliss 

My smile, my laugh, in more ways than one 

Is how I repay those whoôs lives are now done 

 

It ends not here, on this day of July 

Weôll honor forever, but forever weôll cry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In April, ALR Chapter 164 was honored to perform the POW/MIA  

Ceremony at South Dakota Disabled American Veterans State 

Convention.  Thank you Mike, Jim, Fred and Micheline. 

         
 

Also in April, ALR Chapter 164 members, as well as American Legion 

Auxiliary unit 164, and members of the Spearfish Honor Guard were 

honored to teach 177 1
st
 graders flag etiquette at West Elemtary School. 

      
 

       
 

On Saturday, May 14
th
, ALR Chapter 164 members met at Spearfish 

VFW at 10:00am to escort a long time American Legion member and 

WWII veteran, Mr. Ben Jones, to his final resting place in Upton, 

Wyoming. 

     

         

 

Wishing everyone a Happy 4
th
 of July
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Memorial Day, May 30, 2016.  

 

Beulah, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

 

Little Dane Church and Cemetery in Saint Onge, S.D. 

 

          

     

Rose Hill Cemetery, Spearfish, S.D. 

 

We Salute, Honor and Remember our Veterans especially on this day. 

       

       

          

 

Meetings & Calendar of Events 

ALR Executive Board Meetings 

are  held on the 1st Monday of the month 

at Spearfish Ambulance Service at  

6:00pm. 

 

The American Legion Post 164  

Meetings are held the 1st Wednesday of the 

month at the VFW in Spearfish at 6:00pm. 

 

ALR Chapter 164 Meetings are held the 

2nd Wednesday of the month at Spearfish 

Ambulance Service at 6:00pm. 

 

Sons of American Legion Squadron 164  

meet the 4th Wednesday of the month at 

Spearfish Ambulance Service 

 at 6:30pm. 

 

American Legion Auxiliary Meetings 

are held the 3rd Saturday of the month 

at 10:00am at Dorsett Care Facility. 

 

July 

  4th  Independence Day                  

15-17th Festival in the Park 

 

August 

  4th  US Coast Guard established  

  7th        ALR Freedom Ride 

   9th          BHSU Jacket Ride       
   

September 

 
 2nd  V-J Day (1945) 

 5th  Labor Day 

16th  POW/MIA Recognition Day 

17th  Citizenship Day 

18th           US Air Force established (1947) 

22nd          First day of Autumn            
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The 4
th
 annual poker tournament and ride was hosted by Black Hills ALR 

chapter 164 on Sunday, June 5
th
, to raise funds for the American Legion 

Legacy Scholarship Fund.  A great turnout for a good cause.  

     

       

     

Sunday, June 26
th
, some of our members enjoyed a group ride to Devilôs 

Tower in Wyoming. A great ride with great people. 

   

        

         

         

Birthdays & Upcoming Birthdays 

July 
Fred Romkema       3rd 

David Coleman      11th 

Brad Pohlman      18th 

Micheline Nelson                             18th 

Trevor Edwards      26th 

Joel Marvin      28th 

John Nelson      31st 

August 
Helen Riedlinger          1st 

Troy Hall             7th 

Marvin Friedt              15th 

Thomas Hoffman      26th 

Jim Slattery      30th 

September 
Royce Lyons        1st 

Jim Dittes         7th 

Brian Hambek                                       10th 

   

Happy Birthday to All  

 

 The Riders Creed 

Riders dedicate themselves to the 

success of The American Legion.  I 

know that through my effort I can make 

a difference. 

I  alone am responsible for myself and to 

my fellow riders.  I will conduct myself 

with the highest degree of integrity and 

honor. 

Deeds not words create change.  I will 

persevere against any and all things that 

prevent my success.  My resolve and 

strength will overcome all obstacles. 

Each rider is first a member of The 

American Legion family.  I will actively 

participate in and willingly support their 

endeavors. 

Readily will I join other riders in 

activities and events which support our 

missions. I will do so gladly knowing I 

volunteer to be an American Legion 

Rider. 

Success is the only acceptable 

conclusion.  I will allow nothing to 

dissuade me or impede me from service 

to my family, community, country and 

especially to our Veterans.   

RIDERS LEAD THE WAY  

 


